
WELCOME TO 
LITTLE ACORNS



LET’S MEET THE EYFS TEAM!

Mrs Leech – EYFS Manager

Nursery class teacher
Miss Wakefield – Reception Teacher Miss Pickup – Little Acorns Teacher

Mrs Cooper Miss Basford Miss Holmes

Teaching Assistants:



OTHER ADULTS I WILL MEET AROUND 
SCHOOL

Welcome to our school!
We are looking forward to sharing your child’s time at Willaston with you!

Parent/School Partnership 

Communication is key!

Mrs Frost – Finance Manager
Miss Wright

Head Teacher
Mr Sykes

Deputy Head

Mrs Bradbury-Smith - SENDCO

Mrs Pickston

Out of Hours Manager



WORKING TOGETHER
LEARNING TOGETHER

Our school vision and values are at the 
core of everything we do.

We aspire for every member of our 

Willaston family to… ‘BE PROUD’.

Our EYFS classes will nurture and help your child to grow and develop the skills needed to learn and flourish. 

Most of all they will have fun!



EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM
• The EYFS was introduced in 2008 and is how the Government and professionals working with young 

children describe the important stage in a child’s life between birth and age 5.

• The EYFS has been updated several times over the years, to take account of current research into 

how young children learn and develop, and government policy related to children and families. The 

most recent version of the EYFS came into force on 1 September 2021- and was updated in January 

2024.  There are further updates coming into place in September 2025

• Children learn and develop rapidly from the moment they are born.

• Their brains develop rapidly in the early years and create vital foundations for learning throughout 

life.

• Research confirms that the experiences that a child has in the early years has a significant impact on 

their future life chances and that high quality early years care and education makes the biggest 

difference to every child.

• The EYFS provides a framework that…… ‘sets the standards that all early years providers must 

meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes 

teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of 

knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good progress through school and life’. 

(EYFS 2021)



EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM
• Activities in the EYFS are carefully planned and organised in order to provide a range of learning experiences. 

• Planning is carried out using a topic-based approach, following the children’s interests and responding to specific events. 

• There are 7 Areas of Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which activities are planned around:

Literacy
➢ Comprehension

➢ Word reading

➢ Writing

Mathematics
➢ number

➢ numerical patterns

Understanding the World
➢ Past & present

➢ People, culture & communities

➢ Natural world

Expressive Arts and Design
➢ Creating with materials

➢ Being imaginative & expressive 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
➢Self regulation

➢Managing self

➢Building relationships

Physical Development
➢Gross motor skills

➢Fine motor skills

Communication and Language
➢Listening, attention and understanding

➢Speaking
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STARTING LITTLE ACORNS…

• Starting time – 8.45am – please be in the EYFS outdoor area for 8.45am we will 
greet your child at the classroom door. 

• Morning session collection times 12.45, after lunch. For collection from these 
sessions please come to the large wooden gate to the outdoor area and we will bring 
your child out to you.

• Afternoon pick up time – 3.15pm – please wait in the EYFS outdoor area and we will 
bring your child out to you.

• Wrap around care with Willaston Worms will be provided in our nursery classroom. 
Drop off time for breakfast club is  from 7.30am and pick up is up to 6.00pm

• Drop off for breakfast club is at the front office. 

• Collection from the afterschool club is from the nursery door up to 4.30pm, after 
4.30pm collection is from the main office door – please ring the bell.



OUR CLASSROOM



OUR OUTDOOR AREA



TAPESTRY – LEARNING JOURNAL
This will form a unique record of your child’s learning and development. 
It will contain samples of work, photographs and staff observations.

We also regularly add  class updates to tapestry and the school 
website.

Parents can contribute photographs and comments at home too – this helps us to gain a broader picture of 
your child. 

You have all been sent an activation email – please click on the link in the email to activate your account.

When your child leaves, we can export a PDF copy of your child’s journal and a ZIP file including photos and 

videos for you

Click here for a link to some video tutorials on how to use tapestry.

https://www.willastonprimaryacademy.co.uk/tapestry-online-learning-journal/






WHAT WILL 
MY CHILD 
NEED TO 
BRING TO 
SCHOOL

Full set of change of clothes in a named bag – 
i.e. a drawstring bag or small rucksack. This can be left in 
school on their peg and we will send it home if it has been 
used.

Named water bottle

Sunhat in warm weather

Waterproof coat and Wellies

All in one puddle suit

Lunch box if having a packed lunch



DAILY TIMETABLE
Here is a typical timetable of the day in Little Acorns: 

• Welcome activities and registration

• Story time / circle time activities

• Child initiated learning: both indoors and outdoors

• Rolling Snack Time

• Small group time (adult led activity)

• Tidy up time / story and songs

• LUNCH

• Morning nursery session ends

• Registration and circle time on carpet

• Child initiated learning: both indoors and outdoors 

• Rolling Snack Time

• Small group time (adult led activity)

• Story time

• HOME TIME



WEEKLY 
EVENTS

• Monday – shake awake in the hall

• Thursday - Sports Coaches PE

• Wednesday – Forest School

• Friday – Spanish / Library time

Thursdays – wear PE clothes

Wednesdays – outdoor learning clothes

 



EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM
• Activities in the EYFS are carefully planned and organised in order to provide a range of 

learning experiences. 

• Planning is carried out using a topic-based approach, following the children’s interests and 
responding to specific events. 

• There are 7 Areas of Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which activities are 
planned around:

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Communication and Language
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

• Visit our class page on the school website for more information about the EYFS 
curriculum - Little Acorns Class Page

• Parents guide to EYFS - Click on this link

https://www.willastonprimaryacademy.co.uk/nursery-class-little-acorns/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/0778-What-to-Expect-When-2018.pdf


• LiPi slide – songs and rhymes



T O P I C S  
• WO N D E R F U L  M E

• T R A D I T I O N A L  TA L E S

• S E A S O N S

• J U N G L E  A N I M A L S

• P E O P L E  W H O  H E L P  U S  /  S U P E R H E R O E S

• FA R M S  /  L I F E  C Y C L E S

• U N D E R  T H E  S E A

Special events – Nativity production, class trips, local walks, 

Chinese New Year celebrations, dress up days, visitors in to 

school.



COMMUNICATION & BEHAVIOUR

• Marble in the jar 

•   Reward system – email home from Miss 

Wright if they go on the gold star 

•   Star of the week

Communicating with you and involving you: 

Tapestry 

Parents Evenings 

End of year report 

School website 

Open mornings

We will contact you by text, email, and paper letters- please check 

bags! 

Please make sure your contact details are up to date



LiPi slide – mystery reader



The children can bring in a packed 

lunch from home or order a school 

lunch.

School lunches can be paid for and 

ordered online in advance. We start 

with week 1 in the first week in 

September.  Full details of school 

lunches are on the school website.

LUNCHES



TRANSITION VISITS
Nursery open evening stay and play  - Wednesday 17th June 3.30 to 4.30pm (parent and child)

This session is a stay and play session for all our new families. 

We then ask you to choose one of the following stay and play sessions. These are during the school day 

so will be with the children already in our nursery class. 

Stay and Play session 1 -  Wednesday 24th June 1.30pm – 3.00pm (parent and child to attend together)

Stay and Play session 2 -  Wednesday 1st  July 9.00- 10.00am (parent and child to attend together)

Nursery visit (without parents staying) - Wednesday 8th  July  9am – 11am   

EYFS Teddy Bears Picnic  - Tuesday 14th July – 2 pm to 3 pm on the school field – all new EYFS 

families invited

EYFS Drop in session -  Tuesday 1st  September 2.30pm to 3.30pm – this is a stay and play 

session that you can drop in to with your child just before the start of term in September. 



F WSA

F R I E N D S  O F  W I L L A S TO N  S C H O O L



It is going to be lots of  fun and very 

messy. Apologies in advance for 

sending home messy and tired 

children! 



I F Y O U  H AV E  A N Y Q U E S T I O N S  

P L E A S E  D O  N O T H E S I TAT E  TO  

C O N TA C T U S .

admin@willastonacademy.co.uk

Willaston Worms Out of School Club – outofschoolclub@willastonacademy.co.uk 

littleacorns@willastonacademy.co.uk

Few last notes

• Please ensure paper work is filled in and brought back on your stay and play visit to school

• Your national insurance number is important when applying for funding
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